
    The Reuter  organ was dedicated in
December 1958,  at  morning services.
Emmet Smith played afternoon and
evening concerts  to  packed
congregations,  each beginning with the
joyous “Wir  Danken Dir,  Herr  Gott”  (“We
Thank Thee,  God”)  by Johann Sebast ian
Bach.  When instal led,  many of  the organ
pipes  were displayed along the south
wall  of  the Chancel .
   Ten years  later,  enlargement  of  the
Sanctuary doubled i ts  cubic  foot
capacity.  A small  divis ion cal led the
Posit iv  organ was added to  the Reuter,
bringing the organ to  56  ranks.  Even so,
the basic  organ proved to  be thin and
shri l l  in  tone as  i t  tr ied to  f i l l  the  larger
space with sound.  Furthermore,  a l l  of
the pipes  were recessed into  chambers
and lost  much of  their  power.  The organ
performed with l i t t le  mechanical
at tention unti l  i t  reached the age of  40,
when leather  in  the mechanism that
admits  air  into  the pipes  began to
deteriorate,  burning contacts  developed
in the electr ical  system. A decis ion had
to be made about  the future of  the
organ.  In  a  church where splendid music
is  essential  to  the worship service  and
program, i t  was  a  crucial  decis ion.  

T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  O u r  O r g a n s
    In  1935,  the Ceci l  Morgan family
presented the newly completed
Universi ty  Christ ian Church Sanctuary
with one of  the earl iest  Hammond
electr ic  organs in  the ci ty  of  Fort  Worth.
I t  served well  for  23  years.
    In  the Advent  season of  1957,  Senior
Minister  Dr.  Granvi l le  Walker  surprised
himself  by  announcing with absolutely
no forethought  that  i t  would be an
appropriate  Christmas present  to  the
church to  give  i t  a  real  pipe organ.
Wouldnʼ t  i t  be  wonderful ,  he  asked the
congregation,  i f  he  could announce on
Christmas Eve that  a l l  the money had
been pledged for  such an instrument.  
    At  the close  of  the service,  he sought
Emmet G.  Smith,  Professor  of  Organ at
Texas  Christ ian Universi ty,  to  ask about
the cost  of  such an instrument.  In  a
matter  of  hours,  the two outl ined the
stopl ist ,  or  design.  Within days,  they
approached organ companies  for  prices
and dates  of  del ivery.  The cost  for  a
Reuter  organ with 41  sets  of  pipes  was
$44,000;  del ivery  would take one year.
The largest  s ingle  gif t  g iven toward the
organ was $3,000.  Even chi ldren brought
Dr.  Walker  their  piggy banks.  On
Christmas Eve,  he made the happy
announcement  that  the organ was
underwrit ten.  
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T h e  N e w  G a r l a n d  O r g a n
  Many of  the stops  in  the 1958 Reuter  Pipe Organ were too beautiful  to  lose,  so
Garland Pipe Organs Inc.  agreed to  incorporate  these pipes  into  the new
instrument.  
 Two new oak cases  display pol ished zinc and pure t in  pipes  across  the front  of  the
Chancel  wal l  on ei ther  s ide of  the cross  and the round window.  This  arrangement
al lows the Principal  pipes  of  the organ to  speak direct ly  down the Nave of  the
church,  producing the best  possible  tonal  result  in  our  long Sanctuary.  
 UCC is  now blessed and fortunate  to  have an instrument  versat i le  enough for
worship leadership,  choir  accompaniment  and professional  guest  reci tal is ts .
Recitals  at  UCC have ranged from theater  organ style  accompaniment  to  s i lent
movies  to  great  c lassic  l i terature played by the best  cathedral  organists  from
France.  This  Garland organ wil l  indeed provide decades  of  inspirat ional  music  to
our congregation.  
 A  l i f t  has  been instal led under  the f loor  on which the console  rests ,  a l lowing the
console  to  be lowered for  worship,  or  raised to  the main Chancel  f loor  level .  The
Chancel  rai l ing at  the back of  the console  can be removed,  al lowing the console  to
be rol led to  the center  of  the Chancel .  The reci tal is t  and the organ can be viewed by
the audience during a  concert ,  making the event  more enjoyable.  
 The new console  can be moved on bui l t - in  casters  to  different  locat ions in  the
Chancel ,  permitt ing proper  placement  of  the organist  for  oratorio  and orchestra
performances.  Four,  rather  than three manuals  of  the former organ wil l  great ly
expand the organʼs  capabil i t ies,  as  wil l  the many addit ional  combination pistons
(presets)  and memory levels .  Now,  each organist  can have his  or  her  own set  of
pistons to  use  in  preparing the music  for  services.
Fol lowing weeks of  assembling the thousands of  parts  of  the mechanism inside the
church,  and then f i t t ing the 4,083 pipes  into  the proper  windchest  holes,  the tonal
f inishing began.  Each pipe was adjusted for  pi tch,  volume and tone color  to  f i t  the
Sanctuary ʼs  acoust ical  environment.  The f inal  “voicing”  of  the organ largely
determines the musical  qual i t ies  of  any pipe organ.

 Under the leadership of  Rev.  R.  Scott
Colglazier,  the chal lenge of  a  capital
campaign was undertaken to  enlarge
educational  faci l i t ies  and improve
acoust ics  and s ight  l ines  in  the
Sanctuary,  a  new organ was included in
the planning.  
 When the Garland organ was dedicated
September 29,  2002,  the celebratory
concert ,  played by Bradley Hunter
Welch,  began with the same piece of
music  that  opened Smithʼs  reci tal  in  1958
on the Reuter  organ,  Bachʼs  “We Thank
Thee,  God.”




