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EVERY MEMBER 
IN MINISTRY AND 
PRAYER

At the end of Paul’s letter to the church in Rome, 
he sends personal greetings to 26 named church 
members: “I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a 
deacon in the church… welcome her as a saint… 
Greet Prisca and Aquila, who work with me in 
Christ Jesus and who risked their necks for my 
life… Greet Urbanus, our co-worker in Christ and 
my beloved Stachys…”

Paul writes to acknowledge these co-workers 
within a community of folks who have given their 
all—poured out their hearts and souls—so that 
the early church might thrive and share the good 
news.

I don’t suspect that Paul could have imagined 
what the 21st century church would look like, 
running the sound board for a live-streamed 
funeral, working to balance the budget on the 
finance committee or serving on buildings and 
grounds. Many of the things that we do to keep 
the church humming would have been foreign to 

the apostle Paul, but some activities would have 
been familiar to him, folks serving on the chancel 
guild, Congregational Care Ministers visiting 
homebound members, welcoming the city’s 
hungry and homeless, praying over bread and cup 
at the table.

Though a lot of the details shift over the years, 
the grace of God continues to pulse through the 
generous service of those who reach out beyond 
their own personal concerns to build up the body 
of Christ here on earth. New York pastor and 
author Tim Keller writes, “You were made for 
mutually self-giving, other-directed love. Self-
centeredness destroys the fabric of what God has 
made.”

The Apostle Paul would agree with that 
wholeheartedly. In another letter Paul tells the 
church of Ephesus, you were made for this:

¹⁰For we are what he has made us, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand to be our way of life.

- Ephesians 2:10

Paul is not saying that we are saved by our works. 
He understood that we are saved by grace. Our 
way of life is responding to that grace. This is the 
reason we were created. We are meant to do good 
for each other; to care for one another by sharing 
love, doing justice, and even just practicing 
kindness.

Here's what I’ve come to discover in 30 years of 
ministry: God’s primary mode of working in this 
world is through people. We become instruments, 
co-operators with God working in the world. 
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  Rev. Dr. Russ Peterman, 
Senior Minister



God sends and uses us. We become tools for God 
ministering in the world.

As summer winds down and we begin a new 
program year in the church, what would it look 
like if we had everyone in the congregation 
serving in some way? What could we accomplish 
if we had every member engaged in ministry 
of some size and shape? How much could we 
transform the city of Fort Worth—the world—if we 
woke up every day and prayed this simple prayer, 
Here I am, Lord, do with me whatever you want!

What if we had every member of UCC involved in 
ministry and prayer?

In the following pages of this catalog are countless 
opportunities for you to use the gifts that God has 
given you; ways for you to grow in faith and serve 
God. I hope you will join in and respond to your 
calling to minister to the world.

This is an amazing church with incredible, 
faithful, generous people. Through your daily 
service, I continue to see God’s beauty, truth, 
goodness and love unfolding in our world. I am 
so thankful for all the ways in which you love and 
serve so that the body of Christ is revealed on this 
earth.

With gratitude and hope,

Rev. Dr. Russ Peterman



UCC & YOU SEMINAR

Sunday, September 18 and November 13  
12:00-2:00pm | Room 207

Welcome! Interested in knowing more about 
our church? Connect with us for one of the 
following UCC & You seminars this fall. Our senior 
minister, Rev. Dr. Russ Peterman will lead us in 
a discussion about the history of the Disciples of 
Christ denomination and the foundations of our 
theology. He will also give us a look into the vision 
and mission of University Christian Church and 
what it means to be a member here.

We want you to feel comfortable and welcome at 
UCC, so please contact us with any questions you 
may have about our church and our ministries!

You are able to register on our website at  
www.universitychristian.org or by contacting 
our Member Engagement Coordinator, 
Stacy McCoy at stacy.mccoy@uccftw.com 
or 817-926-6631.

Pictured: Rodney and Caroline Lawrence with 
daughters Lane and Blair 6

UCC&YOU
A SEMINAR FOR VISITORS & NE W MEMBERS

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY

Sunday, September 25

Calling all recent New Members! We want our 
church family to meet you! Every few months, 
during the Ten:10 and 11:00am worship services, 
we have a group introduction and Confirmation 
of Faith for our newest members. Let us know if 
you will join us September 25th for the next New 
Member Sunday. 
After the 11am service, a congregation-wide 
Meet & Greet is offered in the Gallery to officially 
welcome you to our UCC family. 
If you wish to be introduced at one of our other 
worship services, we're happy to accommodate 
your request. Please contact Member 
Engagement Coordinator, Stacy McCoy at stacy.
mccoy@uccftw.com or 817.926.6631.

           Pictured: Keith Cooper and Saunya Morrow



AUGUST 14

"YOU WILL BE MY 
WITNESSES"
Acts 1: 1-14

Week 1: Read Chapters 1-5

SEPTEMBER 11

SAINTS AROUND THE 
EDGES 
Acts 18: 1-4, 24-28

Week 5: Read Chapters 21-25

AUGUST 21

GOD'S RESCUE PLAN
Acts 2: 36-41

Week 2: Read Chapters 6-10

SEPTEMBER 18

WHEN CHRISTIANS 
DISAGREE
Acts 21: 1-6

Week 6: Read Chapters 26-28

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERIES 
AND READING PLAN

UNSTOPPABLE  
The Spirit Unleashed in the Book of Acts

The Book of Acts is one of the wildest books in the 

Bible. It tells stories and describes events that are 

so unfamiliar to our lives and experiences as people 

of faith. There are miraculous prison escapes, 

appearances by angels, ordinary people suddenly 

speaking in languages they’ve never learned, rousing 

speeches that either convince or infuriate huge 

crowds… and an unwavering sense of hope.

The book is exciting, because it tells a story in which 

anything seems possible now that the Spirit has arrived 

and a new day has dawned. Acts urges us to dream 

bigger and expect more.

Acts, if we ask the right kinds of questions, has a way 

AUGUST 28

TOO FAR GONE
Acts 10: 34-38

Week 3: Read Chapters 11-15

SEPTEMBER 25

THE END IS WHERE WE 
START FROM
Acts 28: 23-31 

SEPTEMBER 4

THE SAME GIFT
Acts 11: 1-18

Week 4: Read Chapters 16-20

of igniting our imaginations about the character of 

the Christian message, the work of God’s people (the 

church), and the challenges of living faithfully in a 

complex and changing world.

In this series we’ll take a deep dive into Acts. We'll 

discover the story of the early church and the 

remarkable spread of the gospel from Jerusalem, to 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Today, 

we continue to be God’s witnesses and have a vital role 

in the continuing story of Jesus’s unstoppable kingdom. 

In addition to the sermon series, there will be a reading 

plan so that—as a congregation—we can read together 

through the Book of Acts in just over 5 weeks.  There 

will be videos, study guides, reflection questions, and 

more!  Plan now to join us as we journey together.



As TEN:10 begins its second year, we are 
thrilled that this alternative worship service 
is thriving! Led by UCC’s Senior Minister, Rev. 
Dr. Russ Peterman and musician Stephanie 
Hord on acoustic guitar, this welcoming 
coffeehouse-style atmosphere helps us 
welcome folks to UCC who don’t connect with 
traditional-style worship. With delicious 
Ampersand coffee, scrumptious snacks, and a 
table for kids to color at and play, there’s truly 
something for everyone at TEN:10. 
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Did you know?

· Following the service each week, we have an 
informal Post-Worship Conversation to dive 
deeper into the message and scripture

· There are plenty of opportunities for you 
to participate in leading worship! We always 
need scripture readers, communion servers, 
and greeters.

·   If you can’t make it in person, you 
can join us LIVE by visiting our website: 
universitychristian.org/live or you can watch 
previous services on our YouTube channel

With a new school year upon us, we offer a 
special welcome to TCU and college students 
to be part of this special faith community. 
 
Got questions?  
Contact Rev. Shannon Moore shannon.
moore@uccftw.com or Rev. Jessica Vacketta 
jessica@uccftw.com

Jesus said, “I have come that they may  have life, and have it to the full”  
-John 10:10

#movetowardmore 
More healing 
More hope
More wholeness 



Simple 
 WORSHIP

Join Rev. Shannon Moore and 
musician Stephanie Hord in the 
Chapel every Sunday morning at 
9:30 a.m. for a 20-minute casual, 

interactive service.
Simple Worship is a small-church experience in a big church setting. Come-as-
you-are (you don't have to dress up for us!) to the Chapel of the Good Shepherd 
to sing and pray together, hear a short message, and share in communion. You 
can also attend via Zoom if you're unable to come in person.

Contact Rev. Shannon Moore for more information and/or the Zoom  
Registration link. Shannon.Moore@uccftw.com



ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

November 6, 2022

The 9:00 and 11:00 traditional worship services 
on this day will recognize all those saints who 
we have lost in the previous year.  The Chancel 
Choir will provide special music and congregation 
members will have an opportunity to come 
forward to light a candle in their loved one’s 
memory.  Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine.  
(Eternal rest grant them, O Lord.)

HIGHER EDUC ATION 

SUNDAY

November 13, 2022

On this Sunday, we will celebrate the special 
relationship that Disciples have with colleges and 
universities that train student leaders to think 
clearly and rationally and to minister to the world 
around them.  We will celebrate our 15 Disciples 
undergraduate institutions (including TCU) that 
serve nearly 27,000 students across the country 
and Higher Education & Leadership Ministries 
(HELM), a general ministry of the church that 
coordinates the church’s relationship with more 
than 140 campus ministries.

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY

November 20, 2022

On this Sunday, we will worship with thanksgiving 
as we follow Psalm 100’s exhortation to praise 
God!  Whether we sing or squeak, we will give 
God praise with a cheerful and glad heart.  In our 
worship we will meditate on “The Greatest Gift” 
through Scripture, the spoken word, and songs of 
praise.
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MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!

The Fall is the perfect time to join one of UCC’s 
incredible music ensembles!  Auditions are not 
required and “All Are Welcome.”  The Chancel 
Choir rehearses weekly on Thursdays from 7:00-
9:00pm. Most members choose to sing at either 
the 9:00 or 11:00 worship service each week.  We 
enjoy making music together, close fellowship, 
and seasonal parties.  Contact any choir member 
or Eric Mullins for more information.  Ad Deum 
Handbell Choir is a handbell choir for adults; 
auditions are not required, however an ability to 
read music is necessary.  This fun-loving group is 
always eager to greet new ringers!  Please contact 
director Eric Mullins for more information. 
Whitechapel Handbell Choir (6th-8th grade) and 
UCC Bell Ringers (9th-12th grade) are excellent 
places for youth to find their place at UCC.  
They rehearse on Sunday evenings from 5:00-
6:00pm and 6:30-7:30pm, respectively.  They play 
seasonally in worship at 9:00 and 11:00 and are 
excited to ring for the Boar’s Head and Yule Log 
Festival again this January!  Contact Mimi Rogers 
for more information or to join one of the youth 
handbell choirs.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

Many people are involved “behind the scenes” 
to make each worship service happen on Sunday 
mornings.  Perhaps your gifts would be well-suited 
to one of the following groups:

Ushers serve Communion and receive the 
Offering at our 9:00 and 11:00 services. This is 
an ideal place to serve for those who may have 
an unpredictable schedule because no prior 
commitment is required.  Please contact Renee 
Hoke if you are interested in serving at 
Renee.Hoke@uccftw.com

Scripture Readers serve an important role in all 
of our worship services.  At Simple Worship or 
Ten:10, simply let a minister know if you would 
like to read!  For 9:00 and 11:00, readers are 
scheduled several months in advance.  Please 
contact Renee Hoke or Jesus Hernandez if you 
would like to be scheduled at  
Jesus.Hernandez@uccftw.com

Chancel Guild prepares the Communion elements 
for all of our worship services.  Each of four teams 
serves one Sunday per month.  They would love to 
have you join them! Please contact Roxanne Penix 
for more information at  
roxanne.penix@sbcglobal.net

Media Team is seeking new volunteers.  If you 
are interested in assisting with audio or video 
production in the Sanctuary at 9:00 or 11:00 or 
in Walker Hall for Ten:10, please contact Jack 
Stewart at Jack@uccftw.com

Greeters are some of the most important people 
our guests encounter on a Sunday morning.  
Sharing UCC’s hospitality through a smile and 
warm greeting can make all the difference to 
those we encounter.  Please contact Stacy McCoy 
to share in this ministry at  
Stacy.McCoy@uccftw.com



C ASTING FOR BOAR'S HE AD 

AND YULE LOG FESTIVAL

Casting Dates: October 16, 23, and 30 | 9:30am - 
12:30pm | The Arches on the second floor

UCC's beloved Boar's Head and Yule Log Festival 
will be returning in January 2023! Join the 
celebration of the triumph of good over evil and 
the true meaning of Christmas! The BHYLF is a 
wonderful way to celebrate Epiphany and ring 
in the New Year. Beautiful music, costumes and 
pageantry make the festival a unique experience 
you don’t want to miss being a part of! 

For more information visit our website.
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CELEBR ATION FOR  

JUDITH OELFKE SMITH

Sunday, October 16

CATA is planning a celebration in the Gallery 
honoring Judy Oelfke Smith on October 16, 2022, 
following the 11:00 service .  Judy, a member of 
University Christian Church for 65 years, was a 
member of the Chancel Choir for 23 years. She 
was one of the first women appointed to the Board 
of Elders, and served as Secretary of the General 
Board for three years.  She served on the Worship 
Committee and as Chair for several years, also as 
Chair of the Arts Committee off and on over the 
years. She designed the original sets, trenchers 
and Christ Candle for The Boar's Head Festival 
as well as the program with descriptions of the 
symbolism.

Judy was involved in the 1960s with the creation 
of 31 new stained-glass windows for our enlarged 
sanctuary.  Later, in the 1980s, she was asked to 
design the tile flooring for the center aisle and 
chancel to improve the acoustics for the support of 
choral music, organ, and congregational singing.  
In 1989 she was invited to design a cross for the 
chancel.  The 7 foot, 4 inch cross illuminates 
the faith of the Disciples of Christ Church from 
a series of sacred Christian symbols, both 
ancient and modern.  Judy's final touch was the 
application of 23-karat gold leaf. Silver necklaces 
have been designed from the cross and are 
available on our website for purchase. A sample 
necklace will be available at the reception.

Scan the QR code to  

visit the UCC Church 

and The Arts webpage!



STUDENT MINISTRY 

The best way to stay up to date on all youth 

programming is by following us on social media 

(@uccyouth) or by subscribing to our weekly youth 

e-newsletter. Please see the church website for 

more details on how to get signed up!

YOUTH SUNDAY MORNINGS

Sundays, 11:00am | 3rd Floor | Begins August 21

Youth grades 7-12 explore various faith topics 

and scriptures, using our Joining the Story 

curriculum.  

YOUTH GROUPS

Sundays | 3rd Floor |  Begins August 21

This fall we are taking a new approach to the 

timing of our Youth Groups and Snack Supper to 

coincide with Handbell practice! Additionally, 

here’s what to expect each Sunday:  

CYF (9th-12th Grade) will meet for youth group 

from 5:00pm – 6:00pm  

SNACK SUPPER will be held for all grades 

from 6:00pm – 6:30pm as an opportunity for all of 

us to gather for a meal 

CHI RHO (7th-8th Grade) youth group will meet 

from 6:30pm – 7:30 pm  

We hope that you can join us as we spend time 

building community, having a lot of fun together, 

and spending time with the sacred this fall! 
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COMMUNIT Y GROUPS

Wednesdays | 6:30pm - 7:30pm 

Begins September 14

Community Groups are an amazing way for youth 

to connect with deeper conversation during the 

week in smaller group settings by grade. This 

year the groups will be separated into 7th and 8th 

grade, 9th grade, and 10th-12th grade. Each group 

will meet at different locations throughout the 

year for this wonderful hour together. If you’d like 

more information, please reach out to Rev. Alison 

Fitzgerald.

 ROOTS

Roots is a mentoring program for 6th Graders 

and 7th Graders that will resume again this fall. 

This program was designed to help incoming 6th 

Graders acclimate to being in the youth program, 

and this year we’re extending the opportunity 

to 7th graders as well! Each 6th or 7th grader is 

paired with a high school junior or senior in our 

youth program, and together they walk through 

the year together, learning more about each other, 

and having a whole lot of fun.  If your 6th or 7th 

Grader is interested in this program, or if you’d 

like more information please reach out to Rev. 

Alison Fitzgerald.

Scan the QR code to  

visit the UCC Youth  

webpage!

FALL RETRE ATS

Early and Mid November

DC Youth (6th – 12th Grade) will have the 

opportunity to grow their faith and to play and 

pray with others in God’s creation at Disciples 

Crossing camp this fall! Register through 

Disciples Crossing beginning in late August. 

Disciplescrossing.campbrainregistration.com  

 

CONNEC T WITH US
Rev. Alison Fitzgerald, Minister to Students  

Alison.Fitzgerald@uccftw.com

Follow Us on  
Social Media 
@UCCYouth



COLLEGE CORNER

College Ministry is striving to reach out to 

students across the street at TCU and other local 

colleges, as well as staying in contact with student 

members who are away from home at other 

colleges/universities. Here are a few things to 

keep in mind for the Fall Semester!  

FROGS FIRST LUNCH 

Sunday, August 21 | 12:15pm | College Lounge 

Following the Frogs First Worship at Robert Carr 

Chapel (11:00am) students who are interested 

in UCC are welcome to join us for lunch in our 

College Lounge! We’ll have lunch together and you 

can learn more about UCC and college ministries. 

We hope you can join us!   
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LUNCH BUNCH 

Wednesdays | 11:30am - 1:30pm  

Begins August 25 

Each week, college students meet in the College 

Lounge, easily accessed from “College Corner” 

(Cantey & Rogers). This important ministry 

provides a free meal and time of connection for 

our local college students. If your Sunday School 

class, family, or ministry group would like to 

provide a meal or financial  assistance for a meal, 

connect with us through our college webpage.

CROWDED TABLE 

Dates & Times are internally shared.  

Crowded Table is a once-a-month dinner gathering 

for LGBTQ+ college students. Here, we exchange 

our diverse stories and make every effort to 

support one another. This group takes seriously 

the privacy of those who attend, so the date, 

time, and location of the gathering is provided 

upon a get-to-know-you phone conversation with 

our Minister to Students (Alison Fitzgerald) and/

or Assistant Chaplain to TCU (Lauren Sierra). 

Interested in coming? Reach out via email to 

Alison Fitzgerald at Alison.Fitzgerald@uccftw.com  

WALK AND TALK 

Want to grab coffee and walk-and-talk with our 

minister to students, Alison? She’s here to listen, 

journey alongside you, and, if you want, pray with 

you. Have questions? Want to connect? Email 

Alison at Alison.Fitzgerald@uccftw.com. And, if 

you don’t want to walk, she’s okay with sitting too.

Scan the QR code to  

visit the UCC College  

webpage!

GOOD NEW GOOD BREWS 

One day a week in the fall semester, all college 

students are invited to sit and have theological and 

biblical conversation over the good brew of your 

choice! Please keep your eye out for more details 

as the semester continues.  

STUDENTS AWAY

 If you are a UCC member attending an out-of-

town college/university or if you are the parent 

of a Student Away, make sure to provide current 

contact information to Rev. Alison Fitzgerald at 

Alison.Fitzgerald@uccftw.com so we can stay in 

contact. UCC loves our students and want them to 

know we continue to pray for and care for them! 



JUST ONE THING... EACH DAY 

TO GROW TOGETHER IN FAITH

Family Ministries strives to encourage families 

to grow in faith together. This year we encourage 

every family to do Just One Thing each day to grow 

in faith together. Just one bedtime prayer, just one 

mealtime conversation, just one check-in, just one 

scripture, just one opportunity to serve together. 

The list is endless and our programming this fall 

will equip each family to find just one spiritual 

thing to practice each day. Once that practice is 

part of your daily routine, consider adding just one 

thing!

Pictured: Justin and Andrea McDonald and children; 

Nolan, Campbell and Landry
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re-charge their compassion batteries and Parents 

Night Out is designed to help everyone. Children, 

infants through fifth grade, are invited to spend 

a fun night at UCC creating relationships while 

parents have an opportunity to get away and 

reconnect. Join us!

BIBLE STORYTELLING 

WORKSHOP 

University Christian Church is committed to 
helping children with literacy. One area of often 
forgotten literacy skills are in the art of retelling 
stories. Rebekah Carlile and Leigh Scanlon, 
founders of Story Stage, focus on helping children 
learn all skills of literacy and are bringing their 
unique skills and techniques to our parents to 
encourage families to tell and re-tell Bible stories 
with ease and meaning. Join us for breakfast, 
how-to skills, and take away resources to help 
your children’s literacy and faith growth. 
Visit our website for more information on how you 

can participate.

BLESSING OF THE 

BACKPACKS

August 14

During TEN:10 and 11am worship we will bless 

the beginning of the school year with our blessing 

of the backpacks. Elementary children in our 

Discovery or Children’s Worship programs will 

go together to the service of blessing. Preschool 

parents can bring their children to the worship 

service and join in the blessing too. Each child will 

receive a blessing backpack tag to remind them 

that they are loved and prayed for by their church. 

CHILD & FAMILY DEDICATIONS

August 28

September 18

November 20

December 18

When we dedicate children to God, parents make 

a covenant to raise their children in homes where 

the Spirit of Christ is present and the UCC faith 

community makes a covenant to pray for, serve 

and support these families. We are reminded of 

God’s promise of love for all of God’s children when 

we surround families in prayer and covenant. 

There is no perfect age for your child and family 

to participate in dedications. When you are 

ready, please contact Robin.Doyle@uccftw.com to 

confirm a dedication or visit our website for more 

information.

PARENTS NIGHT OUT

September 30 (RSVP Deadline September 18)

November 4 (RSVP Deadline October 30)

Compassion is one of our core values and large 

amounts of it are required when raising young 

children. Everyone in a family needs a chance to 



FAMILY SERVICE SUNDAY 

A New Adventure in Faith Formation

September 18 | 4:00pm-6:00pm 

Learning to serve others is a powerful experience 

for children who have a God-given capacity for 

compassion. Mark your calendar now and join 

us for something new--a special outreach project 

called Family Service Sunday.  This hands-

on experience for families will teach us about 

loving our neighbors. Each unique project will 

be designed for all ages, with plenty of time to 

connect with other families. Friends are welcome! 

UCC is committed to helping families grow in faith 

as we learn what it means to follow Jesus. 

CHILDREN'S SUNDAY 

MORNING PROGR AMMING 

Infants through 5th graders have meaningful 

opportunities to grow in faith each Sunday 

morning at 9, 10, and 11. Children’s Worship 

for preschool and elementary occur at 9 and 11. 

Playground Faith for Preschoolers and Discovery 

Kids for Elementary (K-5th) happens at 10 am. At 

11am, 4th, 5th, and 6th graders will join together 

on the third floor for Sunday morning Bible 

conversations. On August 14 we will kick off our 

year-long series, The Heart of God, bringing a fresh 

approach to growing a lifelong relationship with 

God. Kids will explore God’s character throughout 

the Bible and learn how God transforms them 

from the inside out. Kids discover what it means 

to reflect God's Heart in everyday life. All ages 

will experience the same scripture and theme 

each week, allowing for conversation in the family 

throughout the week. 

20

F
A
M
I
L
I
E
S



BRIDGE

Begins August 21 | 6:00pm-7:30pm

New program for fourth, fifth and sixth graders 

on Sunday evenings. Friendships and faith 

development are both changing during this critical 

period. Bridge will give kids a chance to grow in 

faith and bridge into the Youth program. 

WDS MEET THE TE ACHER

August 26

Weekday School families are invited to attend 

Meet the Teacher.  This time will allow students to 

visit their new classrooms, meet new friends and 

get to know their teachers for the 2022-23 school 

year.

WDS FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

August 29

Weekday School is back!  Please join us in praying 
for a safe school year filled with plenty of learning 
and fun as Weekday School classes resume on 
Monday, August 29.

TRUNK OR TREAT

October 23 | 5:00pm-6:30pm

Join in our gift to the community of a fun, safe 

Halloween experience as families trick-or-

treat, trunk to trunk. We need you to serve by 

decorating your trunk and having fun welcoming 

our community. Be a part of the joy of costumes, 

candy, games and new friends. Keep an eye out for 

more details about volunteering to serve and have 

fun. 

Scan the QR code to  

visit the UCC Children's 

Ministry webpage!

 CHILDREN'S WORSHIP 
ONLINE

Watch our weekly Children’s Worship YouTube 

channel with Rev. Kera Watts! Visit our website to 

watch.

 

 

 

CONNEC T WITH US
Rev. Kera Watts 

Minister of Children and Families 

Kera@uccftw.com

Follow Us on  
Social Media 
@UCCFTWKids
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THE CHILDREN'S CLOSET 

Last school year our Children’s Closet distributed 
over 15,000 articles of clothing to children 
attending FWISD schools, and counselors are 
already telling us they expect the need to be 
much greater this year. Unfortunately, the cost of 
uniforms and shipping has also increased. So, how 
can you help? You can give your time by helping 
fill orders, fold shirts and jeans, and unbox and 
organize inventory at our Closet. You can share 
your financial resources by making a gift to the 
Children’s Closet to sponsor a child’s uniform.  
Sign up online to serve.

Sponsor Opportunities: 

• $10 – One pair pants/shorts 

• $13- Two polo shirts 

• $25 – Gifts a uniform set, which includes 2 
polo shirts, a pant, socks, and underwear 

• $625 -Sponsors a class of 25 students 

Gifts can be made online, or a check can be sent to 
the church with The Children’s Closet in the note. 
If you’re interested in volunteering at the Closet 
or learning about other ways you can help this 
ministry, contact Susan Hill at  
sushillhill@gmail.com.  



MISSION PILGRIMAGE 

MEETING

September 11 | 12:15pm | Room 150

Are you interesting in planning and/or 

participating in UCC’s next Mission Pilgrimage? 

Join us for lunch on Sunday, September 11 as we 

discuss potential upcoming service opportunities. 

FORTRESS BIRTHDAY 

PARTIES 

The third Thursday of every month:  
September 22, October 20, November 17, 
December 15 | 3:50pm-5:30pm

Fortress Youth Development Center 
1007 E Terrell Ave. 
Fort Worth, TX 76104

Do you love throwing parties and encouraging 
fun? Then this is a service opportunity for you! 
Help us throw a monthly birthday party for the 
kids at Fortress Youth Development Center. The 
task is simple: show up with a smile, pass out 
cupcakes, sing fun songs, and remind every kid 
just how special they are.  Visit our website to 
learn more and sign up.

Scan the QR code to  

visit the UCC Outreach 

Ministry webpage!

CHRISTMAS ANGEL S 

VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT

This year, UCC will once again partner with 

local elementary schools to distribute over 300 

big red gift bags this December- and we need 

your help beyond filling bags at Wrap Night 

(Sunday, December 11). Volunteers are needed to 

deliver filled bags, set-up for the event, check-in 

volunteers, double check filled bags, and more. If 

you are interested in learning more, contact Rev. 

Jessica Vacketta at  

Jessica@uccftw.com  or visit our website for more 

information.

CONNEC T WITH US
Rev. Jessica Vacketta, Minister of Outreach 

Jessica@uccftw.com
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PROM DRE AMS BOUTIQUE 

(HOMECOMING)

Every Thursday evening in September 
5:00pm - 7:00pm  
Prom Dreams Boutique, located on the 2nd level 
of the house just north of the church

Prom Dreams is open for Homecoming! 
Volunteers are needed to serve as “sales” 
associates to help students shop for their dress, 
shoes, and accessories.  
Visit our website to learn more and sign up.

SACK LUNCH MINISTRY 

August 25 & 26, September 22 & 23, October 27 & 
28 | 3:00pm on Thursdays and 9:00am on Fridays 
Room 207

Make and deliver sandwiches and sack lunches 
for True Worth Place* on the 4th Friday of every 
month. Sign up online to serve.

*True Worth Place is a comprehensive resource 
center and day shelter in Fort Worth providing 
guests who are currently experiencing 
homelessness with access to help, hope and 
respect.

Pictured: Dr. Bill Shelton and Bridget Thomas
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AC ADEMY 4

Alice Contreras Elementary

Tentative 2022-23 Academy 4 Dates:

September 16 - Get to Know

October 14 - Listen

November 4 - Encourage

December 2 - Attitude

January 13 - Develop

February 10 - Example

March 3 - Respect

April 21 - Serve

May 12 - Celebrate!

This fall we’ll be back 

at Alice Contreras Elementary School for the 

Academy 4 Mentorship program! Academy 4 takes 

place one Friday afternoon a month during the 

school year. All fourth-grade students, mentors, 

and volunteers gather on the school campus 

for a fun-filled time of leadership training and 

relationship building. 

Beyond serving as a mentor, there are many 

opportunities to help with this ministry: 

• Substitute Mentor:  Serve in this role when the 

assigned mentor must be absent. 

• Session Preparation:  There are two kinds of 

session prep; prep for club meetings and/or 

mentoring sessions or volunteer at the Academy 

4 office organizing supplies for each school. 

• Lunch Supervision:  Because we will be using 

the cafeteria when other classes normally have 

lunch, we need an adult in each classroom while 

students eat lunch.

• Spark Club Leaders & Helpers:  Spark club 

leaders will lead an extracurricular club 

meeting prior to our mentoring session. We also 

need club helpers to assist the leaders.  

• Set-Up & Take Down Crew: Take supplies in 

and out of storage and set them up for clubs and 

mentoring.  

• Leaders 5:  Leaders 5 is a program where fifth 

graders mentor first graders (October - May).  

This program will be scheduled on one Tuesday/

Wednesday/Thursday each month.  We need to 

have a reliable group of about 8-11 adults.  

• 3rd grade Pen-Pal Program:  Exchange notes to 

3rd graders- our soon to be 4th grade mentees!   

• 2nd grade Guest Reader:  Serve as a regular 

reader for a classroom of 2nd grade students. 

This helps ALL grades feel like part of the 

Academy 4 family!  

CONNEC T WITH US 

Kay Higgins, Academy 4 Site Coordinator 

kay.higgins@academy4.org  
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WILD WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB

IN-PERSON AND ON ZOOM

Wild Women Monday—August 15, September 19, 
October 17, November 21 | 6:00pm

Wild Women Tuesday—August 16, September 17, 
October 18, November 22 | 12:00pm on Zoom

A diverse gathering of women, books of all kinds, 
great discussions, and lots of laughter define the 
monthly Wild Women Book Club differentiated 
by the names—Wild Women MONDAY (in-person) 
and Wild Women TUESDAY (Zoom).  The Monday 
group meets at The Rim at Waterside at 6:00 pm 
on the third Monday. The Tuesday group meets via 
Zoom at noon on the third Tuesday. New members 
are always welcome. For more info, please contact 
Zena McAdams, zena.mcadams@uccftw.com

TAPESTRY

Wednesdays | 7:00pm | Room 150

An authentic community for millennials to 
seek, serve and socialize. Designed for young 
professionals, this casual group combines faith-
based study and discussion, service opportunities 
and social gatherings. For more information 
contact Mary Ashley Ray at maray413@gmail.com 
or visit our website.



WEDNESDAY ADULT  

BIBLE STUDY

Wednedays | 10:00am | Room 203

Interested in Bible study that is relevant to current 
day issues?  This is the class for you. Stimulating 
bible studies and  discussions designed to open 
new insights for the curious mind.

Our studies will focus on the book of Exodus and 
Israel’s 40 years in the wilderness.  Using Walter 
Brueggemann’s book, Delivered into Covenant, 
we will study select passages that are pivotal 
moments in the relationship of God and God’s 
people and how their experiences mirror our own 
journeys in faith.  

For more information, please contact Zena 
McAdams, zena.mcadams@uccftw.com;

FIRST FRIDAY FUN

Every first Friday | 10:00am | Room 150

A new fellowship group. Dominos, cards, and 
board games will be available for entertainment. 
Also, if some want to attend the full hour, 
Faithfully Fit exercise is available at 11:00am! 
Plenty of fresh coffee available! Come and join the 
fun. Visit our website for more information.

Scan the QR code to  

visit the UCC Adult 

Ministry webpage!

CONNEC T WITH US
Rev. Dr. Zena McAdams, Discipleship Coordinator 

Zena.McAdams@uccftw.com
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

August-November 2022

Sunday school at UCC embodies the commitment 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to 
follow Jesus Christ with open minds and lovings 
hearts in a fragmented world.  A valued ministry 
among adults, Sunday School is a place to learn, a 
place to connect, and a place to grow spiritually by 
providing a variety of educational class formats. 

BIBLE STUDY CLASS

September 11-December 11 | 10:00am - 11:00am

The Revelation: Christians Ultimate Victory by James 
McArthur

EMERGING FAMILIES

Odd Sundays at 10:00am | Even Sundays at 
11:00am| Room 205

A small group format with topical studies. 
Meets on alternate Sundays at different times to 
accommodate worship preferences.  
Contact Person: Carol Wilkerson 

FAITHFUL FAMILIES

Sundays | 10am and 11:00am | Room 150

Primarily singles and couples in their 30s and 40s. 
Courtney Hendrix and Lauren King, facilitators 
for 10am and Christi McDowell, facilitator for 
11am. A vibrant discussion class on various topics. 
It has an open, loving, supporting and nurturing 
environment.

GENESIS

Sundays | 10:00am | Room 203

Primarily for singles and couples in their 40s & 
50s. Led by Brian Gibson and Kelli Peterman. This 
conversational and welcoming group discusses a 
variety of topics surrounding faith and real life. 
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FORMATION PODC AST

The Formation Podcast is a weekly discussion 
about the Bible with Rev. Renee Hoke, Rev. 
Shannon Moore, and Rev. Kera Watts. It’s informal 
and engaging and occasionally entertaining!

Listen on Spotify: formationucc

Watch on UCC’s YouTube channel: 
tinyurl.com/UCCformation

Check it out on our website:  
universtiychristian.org/formation

KOINONIA

Sundays | 10:00am | Room 204

Multi-generational group led by Chad Cline, 
Mike Morton and Drew Ruiz. This class has 
a discussion format on topics such as family 
issues and spiritual development using speakers, 
conversation, and literature.

LOGOS

Sundays | 10:00am | Room 227

This multi-generational group is led by Sandra 
Soria. Various speakers talk about how to be a 
Christian in today’s world. 

ROUND TABLE

Sundays | 10am | Room 202

A multi-generational group led by Edie Gause. 
This group is has open-minded discussions and 
searches for ways to experience and grow in 
relationship with God and others.  

SEEKER'S BIBLE CLASS

Sundays | 10:00am | Room 207 
Begins August 29

A new class formed by the combination of two 
of our long-time Sunday School classes (Seekers 
Class and the People’s Bible Class). This lecture-
style class for older Christian singles and couples, 
focuses on a variety of topics including Bible and 
matters of faith. 



CIRCLES OF FAITH

 
REGISTER NOW FOR FALL.

Fall 2022 marks the third year of UCC’s 
commitment to small group ministry— 
better known as Circles of Faith. COF have been 
an evolving part of our ministry to help people 
grow in their spiritual journey. Each fall and 
spring, we mix the familiar types of offerings with 
new ideas to capture the imagination of a vital and 
growing congregation. Group topics are designed 
to spark our curious nature and to be revelant in a 
complicated time. 

Scan the QR code to find a list of the groups for 
this fall.  

Reflections by participants in COF:

I have had the pleasure of participating in several 
UCC Circles of Faith small groups. They have all 

been uplifting and enlightening experiences. I would 
encourage anyone who is interested in furthering 

their spiritual development to enroll in the program. 
-Arturo Montoya

Circles of Faith has been a place of shared love between 
new friends along with the love for our church and 

love for Christ. It has been a safe place to learn, 
discover new thoughts and new ways of thinking about 

our faith, and about seeing the sacred in each other 
and everyone we meet.  

-Marilyn K. Jones

As Circles of Faith sign ups began, I wanted to 
experience our church community with a younger and 

diverse group. I hit the jackpot with a group led by 
Skylar Plunkett which included 5 families with young 

children, a single man, Cy Rowell and myself. I cherish 
the friendships and memories, especially as a dog or 

an occasional baby or child visited our Zoom sessions. 
-Judy Clinksdales
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SEEK THE SACRED.

COMMIT TO LOVE.

EMPOWER TO SERVE.

CONGREGATIONAL C ARE

CARING FOR EACH OTHER IS AN 
IMPORTANT PART OF BEING PART 
OF A FAITH COMMUNITY. 

To leave a prayer request or inform us about 
important life changes visit  
universitychristian.org/congregational-care

Our ministers are also available to respond to 
emergencies when the church office is closed. 
The on-call minister can be reached by calling 
the church number at 817-926-6631.

For more information about Congregational 
Care, contact Rev. Shannon Moore at 
Shannon.Moore@uccftw.com

CONNEC T WITH US
Amanda Reyes  

Catalog Editor and Communications Manager 

Amanda.Reyes@uccftw.com
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