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REACHING TOWARD 
WHAT IS NEXT

Back in 2019, I put together a task force that engaged 

in the work of discerning a new path for UCC — 

a way forward that would build on our vision, 

mission, and values. That team identified a number 

of strategic priorities that we believed would shape 

and strengthen our church's future.

We released that detailed report in February 2020, 

which was enthusiastically endorsed by the Board 

of Stewards and the rest of the church leadership, 

and we got to work…

And then a month later, everything changed. As 

weeks turned into months, which have now turned 

into years, we have had to focus on being nimble. 

We learned to navigate this pandemic, to shift our 

resources and energies into digital and online 

ministry, and to keep our congregation connected 

even when we were apart. 

And yet… 

Even in the midst of all of that, our staff and 

ministry leaders kept working on those strategic 

priorities that we had laid out. I want to walk you 

through a few of those to update you on where 

things stand. We are not trying to return to what 

was normal. We are reaching toward what is next.

You may remember we identified three priorities: 

growing younger, growing deeper, and growing 

outward. Within each of those there were  

specific initiatives.

GROW YOUNGER

1. Launch new worship service in an alternative 
style: In August, we launched our new TEN:10 
service which is already successful, pulling in new 
(young) people to our church! 

2. Develop a more vibrant Sunday morning 
experience: Much of our attention on this initiative 
has been in online worship and the launch of the 
new worship service. We are back to livestreaming, 
but with some changes and improvements. We have 
invested $30,000 in new cameras and technology.  
We have added new cameras in the sanctuary, and 
now livestream TEN:10! In addition, Stacy McCoy, 
our Membership Engagement Coordinator, has 
created a Hospitality team that places greeters 
at each entrance and Welcome centers outside of 
each worship space.

3. Re-examine and re-imagine youth ministry: 
In the last issue of this catalog I spelled out a new 
vision for ministry to and with our students.  I’m 
thrilled to announce that we have called a new 
Minister to Students, Rev. Alison Nicholl Fitzgerald, 
who will begin her ministry soon, as well as Dr. 
Lauren Sierra, who has hit the ground running in 
her role as Director of College Ministry!

GROW DEEPER

4. Develop robust and intentional programming 
for faith formation for all adults, with emphasis 
on young adults: In this catalog you will find 
information about 14 new Circles of Faith groups. 
Last fall we had over 100 who took part in these 
groups.  We are also launching Tapestry, a new 
authentic community for millennials to seek, 

serve, and socialize regularly.
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5. Incorporate higher expectations of members 
in all aspects of UCC’s programming and 
communications: Churches that are most alive and 
thriving are those congregations that set the same 
expectations from their members that Jesus expected 
of his disciples. Last year we created the discipleship 
path and have been communicating that path with 
the new members, as well as church leadership, 
articulating the expectations of members. You may 
remember I did a sermon series last fall called 
“Follow Me” about this discipleship path.

GROW OUTWARD

6. Launching the school literacy initiative and 
making it one of a small number of “signature” 
outreach ministries of UCC: Last fall we launched 
a new initiative with a new ministry partner, 
Academy 4.  Our aim was to provide a mentor 
for every 4th grade student at Alice D. Contreras 
Elementary School.  At this point, we have over 
110 mentors serving one Friday a month.  We are 
already having conversations on how this can grow 
into something more/larger.

All this to say; even in the midst of a pandemic that 
created unparalleled challenges, we have made 
incredible strides in all of our strategic priorities!

I could not be prouder of this congregation, our 
staff, leadership, and members, for the countless 
ways we have poured out our hearts, souls and 
creative energies into overcoming obstacles. We 
have continued to move forward in incredible ways 
towards the future God envisions for us. 

There is still much work to be done. And I cannot 
imagine anyone I would rather serve alongside 
than each of you. I thank God every day for calling 
me to this amazing congregation.  

With gratitude and hope, 



UCC & YOU SEMINARS

Sunday, March 6th, 12:00-2:00 pm, 
Room 150 (lunch provided)

Sunday, May 1st, 12:00-2:00 pm, 
Room 150 (lunch provided)

Let’s do lunch, we want to get to know you!

If you’re interested in knowing more about our 
church, meet us for one of the seminars above. 
Our senior minister, Rev. Russ Peterman, will 
lead us in a “getting to know you” time and then 
a discussion about the history of the Disciples of 
Christ denomination and the foundations of our 
theology. He will give us a look into the vision and 
mission of University Christian Church and what it 
means to be a member here.

You are able to register for the seminars on our 
website at www.universitychristian.org or by 
contacting our Member Engagement Coordinator, 
Stacy McCoy at stacy.mccoy@uccftw.com or 
817.926.6631.

Also, we want you to feel comfortable and welcome 
at UCC, so please feel free to contact Stacy with any 
questions you may have about our church and our 
ministries. Hope to see you soon!

NEW MEMBER SUNDAYS 
(followed by a congregation-wide Meet & Greet)

Sunday, March 20th, 11:00 am worship service 
followed by a Meet & Greet in the Gallery

Sunday, May 15th, 11:00 am worship service 
followed by a Meet & Greet in the Gallery

Calling all recent New Members — we want our 
church family to meet you!

Every few months, during the 11:00am worship 
service, we have a group introduction and 
Confirmation of Faith for our newest members. 
Afterward, we host a congregation-wide Meet & 
Greet in the Gallery to officially welcome those 
folks to our UCC family.

If you are a recent new member, please 
register to participate on our website at www.
universitychristian.org or contact our Member 
Engagement Coordinator, Stacy McCoy at stacy.
mccoy@uccftw.com or 817.926.6631.

If you wish to be introduced at one of our other 
worship services, we’re happy to accommodate you.

We’re SO glad you’re here!

6

UCC&YOU
A SEMINAR FOR VISITORS & NEW MEMBERS



MARCH 6

THE NIGHT SHIFT WORKERS
Luke 1: 46-48

MARCH 13

THE DISABLED & SICK
Luke 5: 12-15

MARCH 20

THE DEMON POSSESSED
Luke 8: 26-39 (selected portions)

MARCH 27

PROSTITUTES & PRODIGALS
Luke 7: 36-38

APRIL 3 

THE HOMELESS BEGGARS
Luke 18: 35-43

APRIL 10

THE THIEF ON THE CROSS
Luke 23: 32-47 (selected verses)

APRIL 17 - EASTER

THE WORST THING IS NEVER 
THE LAST THING
Luke 24: 1-11

APRIL 24

THE DISCOURAGED & 
DISBELIEVING
Luke 24: 36-40, 46-49

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERIES

Most of us have at some point felt like a nobody – insignificant, invisible, 
worthless. The Gospel of Luke is a first century portrait of Jesus with a particular 
focus on his ministry with those who were considered nobodies. For Lent, join 
us as we read through the Gospel of Luke together. Each week, we’ll turn our 
attention to specific stories that illustrate Jesus’ concern for those who were 
marginalized by society, and as we do, we’ll hear his word for our lives today.
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SERIES

Women in the bible aren’t always shy or quiet; they are more than just 

players in a man’s story or morality tales about how to be better wives and 

mothers. They’re fierce and funny and demanding. They are foremothers of 

the faith.  Their stories are messy, challenging and beautiful, and relevant to 

21st century people. When we pay attention to their stories, we can see not 

only their particular, fearsome lives but also our own.

MAY 8 - MOTHER’S DAY

MOTHER OF ALL LIVING 
(EVE)
Genesis 2: 4 –7, 15-23; 3: 1-20

MAY 15

WHO’S NAKED NOW? 
(RAHAB)
Joshua 2: 1-15

MAY 22

WHO ARE YOU 
RESPONSIBLE FOR? (RUTH)
Ruth 1: 16-18

MAY 29 - MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

BACK-TALKING GOD  
(ON THE ROAD & AT THE WELL)
Matthew 15: 21-28

JUNE 5

CHURCH LADIES (PRISCILLA, 
PHOEBE, LYDIA & RHODA)
Romans 16: 1-6, 15-16

JUNE 12 

WHO TELLS YOUR STORY? 
(MARY OF MAGDALA)
Luke 8: 1-3



“You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself… Do this, and you will live.”

– FROM LUKE 4:27-28



Sundays, 10:10 am
Walker Hall & Livestream: universitychristian.org/live

I came so that they could have life—indeed, 
so that they could live life to the fullest.  
– Jesus, John 10:10

Life is difficult. Anxiety and stress; the demands of work and family; health 
concerns and political divisions – sometimes it seems like too much.

Jesus wants us to live full, abundant lives. He said just that in John 10:10 
(see above). And the best way to experience God’s love through Jesus is  
in community.

Ten:10 is a casual worship experience, where curious-minded people 
gather to learn more about Jesus, enjoy amazing acoustic music, and share 
in meaningful conversation. And since we partner with Ampersand Coffee, 
there’s always plenty of delicious java to keep you sufficiently caffeinated! 
Stick around after worship for the Post-Worship Conversation, where we 
dig a little deeper into Russ Peterman’s weekly message. 

Ten: 10 is the place to #movetowardmove – more healing, more hope, 
more wholeness.

Contact shannon.moore@uccftw.com for more information.
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CHILD & FAMILY DEDICATIONS

February 27

March 27

May 8, Mother’s Day

June 19, Father’s Day

When we dedicate children to God, parents make 
a covenant to raise their children in homes where 
the Spirit of Christ is present and the UCC faith 
community makes a covenant to pray for, serve 
and support these families. We are reminded of 
God’s promise of love for all of God’s children 
when we surround these families in prayer and 
covenant. There is no perfect age for your child and 
family to participate in dedications. When you are 
ready for in-person worship dedications for your 
family, please contact Robin.Doyle@uccftw.com to 
confirm a dedication.

PARENTS NIGHT OUT

February 11 (Registration January 4-February 4)

April 29 (Registration March 22-April 22)

June 3 (Registration April 29-May 27)

We are called to share compassion with one 
another. One way UCC does this is by giving families 
time to rest and recharge. Parents and caregivers, 
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enjoy three hours of uninterrupted time as your 
children enjoy a fun evening of programming with 
Children’s Ministries. Our programs will engage 
infants to fifth graders with time to play, learn, and 
have fun together. $5 child/$10 total per family. 
Registration required.

LENTEN FAMILY FAITH PACKETS

“Parenting, like faith, can only be learned in 
doing.” —Rachel Held Evans

Our Children and Family Ministries want to walk 
alongside your family as you journey together by 
“doing” Lent. Our Lenten Family Faith Packets will 
be mailed to families prior to Ash Wednesday and 
extras will be available around the church. These 
resources will provide everyone in your family to 
pick and choose ways to grow in faith through the 
season of Lent.

UCC KIDS ADVENTURE CAMP—

PEACE WORKS!

June 14-17, 9 am to 12 pm for ages Two –Third 
graders (age or grade as of Sept. 1, 2021)

Registration for UCC Members begins March 1; 
Open registration begins April 1

Adult & Youth Volunteer Registration begins March 1

Peace is a prayer for some and a life’s work for 
others. It’s a blessing we share with others and a 
longing within each of our hearts. Scripture is 
filled with the stories of peace and justice and UCC 
Kids Adventure Camp is the perfect place to share 
these stories. Peace isn’t always easy, but it’s always 
worth the effort, because we know that peace 
works! Preschoolers will meet in our preschool 
classrooms, while K-3rd grades will be outdoors.

MISSION VBS

June 14-17, 8:45 am to 12:30 pm

Current 4th and 5th graders

Mission VBS is a first opportunity for children to 
immerse themselves in learning about service, the 
needs of our community, and ways to empower 
one another to live out Christ’s courageous love to 
transform the world. Each day, our Mission VBS 
campers will engage in service, learning and fun!

SUMMER FUN 2022

Session 1: June 27-30; Session 2: July 11-14

Ages: infant—First grade

Registration for UCC Members: February 14-27

Open Registration begins March 7

Cost: $110 UCC members/$125 non-members

Our theme for Summer Fun 2022 is Be a Maker! 
Children’s Ministry strives to share our core values 
with the children we serve—this summer, we will 
engage daily with ways to make change in our world 
by caring for one another, sharing our creativity, 
learning about our world and how we can make 
change, and learning how to be compassionate and 
generous with one another. 
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FAMILY HOLY WEEK 

OUTDOOR E XPERIENCE

Good Friday, April 15, 4:30-6 pm

Your family is invited to walk-through Holy Week 
at your own pace. Seven, do-it-yourself activities 
around the church will guide your family into the 
story of Jesus’ life leading up to Easter. Families 
will visit the cleared temple, smell the scent of 
perfume shared by a beloved follower of Jesus, 
wash the feet of a loved one, learn how we are all 
part of God’s family, visit the garden to pray, and 
share communion with one another. At each stop, 
families are invited to explore scripture, take in 
the sights and sounds and talk with their family 
about Holy Week and the anticipation of the hope of 
Easter. Families engaging in spiritual experiences 
together is part of our Children’s Ministries Family 
Faith Formula.

DISCIPLES CROSSING 

SUMMER C AMPS FOR 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES

Family Camp (any family make-up with at least 
one child under 18): May 27-29

DC Kids (Completed 1st grade-completed 5th 
grade): June 27-July 1

Campers from all over the Southwest Region of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) gather for 
summer camps at Disciples Crossing in Athens, TX. 
More information about camps and registrations 
will become available in February and March at 
disciplescrossing.org. Mark these dates on your 
calendar now to be a part of the fun and sacred, 

spiritual experience at Disciples Crossing.

JUST SAY KNOW

Middle School 6th-8th grades: February 20, 12:15-
4 pm at Ridglea Christian Church 

Elementary 4th-6th grades: February 27, 12:15-4 
pm at UCC

$10 per person, each child must be accompanied 
by at least one parent

Register online by February 18

Just Say Know is a sex-education program that 
is based on the underlying theme that factual 
knowledge coupled with spiritual insights enable 
individuals to make the best decisions for their 
lives. The programs are designed for the above 
recommended age groups; however, parents are the 
best judges of the needs of their children coupled 
with their readiness for the information presented. 
UCC and Ridglea Christian Church will partner to 
provide these important programs to our families. 
Just Say Know is part of a broad curriculum that 
includes Eighters Camp (attend after 8th grade). If 
you have questions about the curriculum, please 
contact Rev. Kera Watts (kera@uccftw.com). 
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WEEKDAY SCHOOL 

ENROLLMENT

Join  us at  Weekday  School for the 2022-23 
school year! Weekday  School  is a part  time, 
developmentally appropriate and play based 
preschool learning environment serving children 
ages 8 weeks through Kindergarten. Priority 
enrollment for current Weekday School families 
and UCC church members is now open. Other 
interested families may request information 
regarding enrollment by contacting robin.doyle@

uccftw.com.

FAMILY C AMP

May 27-29 • Ages Newborn to Adult

Family Camp is an opportunity for the whole family 
to rest, play, and worship together for a weekend. 
All ages are welcome as long as one of the family 
members is over the age of 21.
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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

Zoom

The Wednesday Bible Study class will start a new 
series, beginning February 16 from 10:00-11:00 am  
via Zoom—a 10 week series. Using Walter 
Brueggemann’s book, Delivered Out of Empire: 
Pivotal Moments in the Book of Exodus, Part One, we 
will engage with Brueggeman’s insight into the 
Hebrew people’s deliverance out of Pharoah’s grip 
and enslavement. An excellent study about the 
beginning history of God’s people. Join with us. For 
more information and Zoom information, contact 
Zena McAdams. Zena.mcadams@uccftw.com

UCC TRIP TO NEW YORK

June 9-12, 2022

Join Dr. Harry Parker, Rev. Dr. Russ Peterman and 
your fellow UCC parishioners in the Big Apple and 
immerse yourself in the Christian faith as you 
experience the art and architecture of this great city.

Curated activities include:

• Harbor Lights Cruise
• Tour the Cloisters (at the Metropolitan Museum)
• Tour the Cathedral of St John
• Tour of the Whitney Museum of American Art
• 2 Evening Broadway Shows
• Church service at Riverside Church

Group airfare, 3 nights’ accommodations at the 
Knickerbocker Hotel, round trip airport transfers 
in DFW and NYC, 5 meals, plus all the activities 
outlined above included. 

Single Occupancy $3,430 per person

Double Occupancy $2,740 per person
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CRAFTING CALM: PROJECTS AND 
PRACTICES FOR CREATIVITY AND 
CONTEMPLATION

By Maggie Oman Shannon

Facilitator: Theda Anderson and Roxanne Penix

Tuesdays, February 15 - March 22, 1:30 - 2:45 pm,  
6 weeks. In-person. UCC - RM 150. Maximum of 12

“When you make art, I hear your soul speaking. And 
I don’t argue with soul because it is pure, honest, 
beautiful, perfect, worthy, lovable, authentic, true, 
vulnerable, kind, hopeful, open and divine, like 
your art.” (Author unknown—Pinterest). Join us 
and immerse yourself in the sacred joy of creating.

GETTING GRIEF RIGHT:  
FINDING YOUR STORY OF LOVE IN 
THE SORROW OF LOSS

By Dr. Patrick O’Malley and Tim Madigan

Facilitator: Shannon Moore

Wednesdays, February 16 - March 23, 6:00 - 7:30 pm,  
In- person, UCC - RM 206. Maximum of 10

Loss disorients all of us. We search for answers, 
check lists, and quick fixes to help heal the searing 
pain in our hearts. By “remembering, embracing, 
and sharing” our own stories together, we can 
find comfort and strength in the sacredness of our 
loss. Recommended for people who are at least six 
months in the grief journey.

THE GOSPEL OF NOBODIES

Facilitator: Jessica Vacketta

Tuesdays, March 1 - April 26, 5:30-6:45 pm, 8 weeks 
(no meeting on March 29 due to Bass Hall concert), 
In-person in Walker Hall. Maximum: unlimited

Jesus and the Nobodies! What’s that all about? Join 
Jessica in a church-wide Circle of Faith that will 
follow along our church-wide Lenten Journey in 
the Gospel of Luke. Participants will meet weekly 
to discuss and explore that week’s daily readings. 

25% deposit due to secure your reservation.

Space is limited. To confirm your spot contact Jaimie 
Sanders at JaimieSanders@sanderstravel.com.

CIRCLES OF FAITH

Making the commitment to be in a Circle of Faith 
can be transformative. Not only do you commit to 
engage in a particular topic or activity, you also 
develop new and lasting relationships from being 
in community with one another. Check out our 
Spring 2022 offerings and sign up now.

To register, visit universitychristian.org/events/

circlesoffaith

ROOTED AND RISING:  
VOICES OF COURAGE IN A TIME  
OF CLIMATE CRISIS

By Leah D. Schafer (Editor) and Margaret Bullitt-
Jonas (Editor)

Facilitator: Tina Cáliga

Thursdays, February 17 - April 7, 10:00 - 11:30 am, 
8 weeks, Zoom. Maximum of 12

“Rooted and Rising is for everyone who worries 

about the climate crisis and seeks spiritual 

practices and perspectives to renew their capacity 

for compassionate, purposeful, and joyful action.” 

(Amazon) This small group will engage the climate 

crisis providing stimulating discussion about a 

critical 21st century problem."
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HOSPITALITY AND THE STRANGER—
WELCOMING THE COMPANY OF  
THE DIVINE 
From The Work of the People Film Series

Facilitator: Sandra Soria

Tuesdays, February 15 - April 8 (skip March 29 
due to Bass Hall Concert), 6:00 - 7:15 pm, 7 weeks.  
In-person, UCC - RM 150. Maximum of 12

How do we treat people on the margins of life? 
When we encounter “the other” (those who are 
different from us), we often find ourselves in a 
place of discomfort. How do we recognize that the 
infinity of God is present in all of God’s people? 
Join us for some heart-to-heart discussions on 
welcoming strangers and practicing hospitality.

LIVING THE QUESTIONS. THEOLOGY 
AND FAITH—THE WISDOM OF 
PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIANITY
by David M. Felton and Jeff Procter Murphy

Facilitator: Judy Stempel

Mondays, February 14 - March 28, 2:00 - 3:15 pm, 
7 weeks. In-person, UCC - RM 206. Maximum of 20

LtQ2 is an open-minded alternative to studies that 
attempt to give participants all the answers and 
instead strives to create an environment where 
participants can interact with one another in 
exploring what’s next for Christianity. Features 
acclaimed scholars, theologians, and along with 
other experts. The small group, for this spring, will 
be the first of a three part series that will continue 
next fall and again in the winter of 2023.

PROVERBS: BIBLE STUDY
Facilitator: Marilyn K. Jones

Wednesdays, February 16 - March 23, 10:30 - 11:45 am,  
6 weeks, In-person, UCC - RM 150. Maximum of 10

Small group will explore the “art of godly living” 
through the book of Proverbs. In our time together, 
we will discover the main themes, background, 
interpretations, and connections with the the New 
Testament and the church today. Join with us in 

this journey of faith.

SEVEN WAYS CHURCH MEMBERS 
SHOULD PREPARE FOR  
SUNDAY’S SERMON 
Facilitator: Eldon Irvin

Wednesdays, February 23 - April 13, 1:00 - 2:15 pm, 
8 weeks. Zoom. Maximum of 12

Prepare for Sunday’s worship with Eldon each week 
studying the scripture for the following Sunday’s 
worship service—praying, engaging the text, and 
reflecting on how the text is relevant in our lives as 
we journey toward Easter.

THE JOURNEY TOWARD 
WHOLENESS — ENNEAGRAM 
WISDOM FOR STRESS, BALANCE, 
AND TRANSFORMATION
By Suzanne Stabile

Facilitators: Phyllis Allen and Zena McAdams

Sundays, February 13 - March 20, 6:00 - 7:15 pm,  
6 weeks. In-person, UCC - RM 150. Maximum of 15

Seeking balance in an unstable time? This small 
group is designed for participants who are already 
familiar with their Enneagram number. As we 
prepare for Easter this spring, join us as we journey 
to explore the various spiritual practices that would 
best help us in our faith development.
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TRAVELING THE PRAYER PATHS  
OF JESUS 
by John Indermark 

Facilitator: Barbara Tucker

Tuesdays, March 8 - April 12 (no meeting on 
March 29 due to Bass Hall concert), 7:00 - 8:15 pm,  
6 weeks. Zoom. Maximum of 10

“Lord, teach us to pray.: Who has better insight 
into prayer than Jesus? Jesus prayed everywhere 
and anytime, and the disciples recognized and 
witnessed his prayer life firsthand. As a small 
group, we will study Jesus’ examples, as an ideal 
Lenten study, to help us better connect with him.

SONG OF SONGS (AKA SONG OF 
SOLOMON): NOT YOUR GRANDMA’S 
BIBLE STUDY 
Facilitators: Edie Gause and Andrew Short

Tuesdays, March 1 - April 5, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, 7 weeks. 
Hybrid (Zoom and in-person at UCC - RM 206.) 
Maximum of 20

“Arguably the biggest blockbuster love song ever 
composed, the Song of Songs holds a unique place 
in Jewish and Christian canons as the “holiest” 
book, in the minds of some readers, and the sexiest 
in its language and imagery... Though finding 
much in the Song to celebrate for women (and men) 
in their embodied, passionate lives, this work also 
exposes tensions, vulnerabilities, and inequities 
between the sexes and among society at large—just 
what we would expect of a perceptive, poignant 
love ballad that still tops the charts.” Join us for 
this most interesting biblical study!

UPPITY WOMEN OF THE  
BIBLE — RUTH 
by Dr. Lisa Wolfe

Facilitators: Zena McAdams and Karen Parker 

Mondays, February 21 - April 4, 7:00 - 8:00 pm,  
7 weeks. In-person, UCC - RM 206. Maximum of 12

Uppity women, come dance with us as we explore 
a fascinating biblical character — some nifty blues 
music, a tad of naughtiness, and things you never 
learned in Sunday School about the Book of Ruth. 
We are going to have some fun!

WITNESS AT THE CROSS: A 
BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO HOLY FRIDAY 
By Amy Jill-Levine 

Facilitator: Renee Hoke

Wednesdays, March 9 - April 13, 6:30 - 7:30 pm,  
6 weeks. Zoom. Maximum of 12

“Experience Holy Friday from the perspective of 
those who watched Jesus die: Mary his mother; the 
Beloved Disciple from the Gospel of John; Mary 
Magdalene and the other women from Galilee; the 
two men, usually identified as thieves, crucified 
with Jesus; the centurion and the soldiers; Joseph of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus. Jews and Romans, friends 
and strangers, the powerful and the powerless, the 
hopeful and the despairing.” A compelling Lenten 
biblical study leading to Holy Friday.

EXPLORING THE GRAND STORY  
OF SCRIPTURE
Facilitator: Lauren Sierra

Wednesdays, February 16-April 6, 6:00-7:15,  
In-person. UCC College Lounge. (8 weeks) 
Maximum: 12

Open to all college age students, this class will be 
led by the new Director of College Ministry. As a 
group, we will explore the grand narrative of the 
Bible with notable attention to the literary shadows 
of Jesus Christ throughout the whole of Scripture. 
It’ll be epic.
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SMALL GROUPS &  

SUNDAY SCHOOL

February-May 2022

YOUNG ADULT GATHERING

A millennial age gathering after 10:10 in Walker 
Hall. Please contact Skyler Reed, Skyler.reid@
uccftw.com, for more information.

TAPESTRY

Tapestry is an authentic community for millennials 
to seek, serve, and socialize. This new group 
combines faith-based study, service projects, 
and social gatherings. Tapestry meets at 7 pm on 
Wednesdays in Room 150. Please email class co-
leader Mary Ashley Ray at maray413@gmail.com 
for more information.

SEEKER’S BIBLE CLASS 

(Seekers and Peoples class merge)

All ages are welcome!

Meets at 10:00 am, Room 207.

Variety of speakers on different topics  
with discussion.

FAITHFUL FAMILIES

Primarily couples and singles in their 20’s and 30’s. 
Rotating facilitators.

Meets in 150 on 1st floor at 9:00 am

A vibrant discussion class on various topics—open, 
loving, supporting, and nurturing format.

GENESIS

Primarily singles and couples in their 40’s and 50’s. 
Brian Gibson and Kelli Peterman, facilitators

Meets in Room 203 at 10:00 am.

Topics vary. Conversational format.

KOINONIA

Multi-generational group. Chad Cline, Mike 
Morton, and Drew Ruiz, facilitators.

Meets in Room 204 at 10:00 am.

Discussion format on topics such as family issues, 
spiritual development—using speakers, dialogue, 
literature and film.

LOGOS

A multi-generational group. Sandra Soria, 
facilitator.

Meets in Room 227 at 10:00 am.

Led by various speakers on how to be Christian in 
today’s world.

ROUND TABLE

A multi-generational group. Edie Gause, facilitator.

Hybrid class—in-person and Zoom. Meets in Room 
206 at 10:00 am.

An open-minded discussion as we search for and 
experience our relationship with God and others. 
Please contact Edie Gause momgause@gmail.com 
for Zoom information.

PEW TEAM (PRAY, EAT, WORK)

Meets at 10:00 am in Room 202

Share food and coffee while engaging in hands-on 
service projects.

For more information, please contact Zena 
McAdams, Discipleship Co-ordinator.

EMAIL: zena.mcadams@uccftw.com.
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ALIVE AT THE BASS 

“Alive at the Bass: A Musical Epiphany” – a one-
night-only concert featuring the University 
Christian Church Chancel Choir, pianist Janet 
Pummill, and professional orchestra conducted by 
Todd Prickett – has been rescheduled for Tuesday, 
March 29, 2022, at Bass Performance Hall in 
downtown Fort Worth. Originally scheduled for 
March 17, 2020, the event was cancelled due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Tickets range from $10-$75 and 
are on sale now at www.universitychristian.org/
basshall.

The special 90-minute “Alive at the Bass” concert 
will include the world premiere of “The Tyger & 
The Lamb” composed by internationally renowned 
composer Ola Gjeilo, plus George Gershwin’s 
“Rhapsody in Blue” featuring Janet Pummill. Other 
“Alive at the Bass” highlights include performances 
by soprano Amy Prickett and pianist Amy Stewart, 
majestic hymn arrangements, and favorite  
Irish melodies. 

“A musical epiphany is an apt description of ‘Alive 
at the Bass’ when you consider the magnitude of the 

program and the majesty of the venue,” said Rev. 
Dr. Todd Prickett, Minister of Music. “Ola Gjeilo 
is one of the world’s most renowned composers, 
followed and studied by choirs across continents. 
We are thrilled to debut ‘The Tyger & The Lamb’ 
in Fort Worth inside the equally renowned Bass 
Performance Hall. It promises to be a moving 
experience to say the least.” 
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THE TYGER & THE LAMB
Composer Ola Gjeilo 
(pronounced Yay-Lo) was 
commissioned to write this 
extended choral-orchestral 
work for University Christian 
Church in 2019. The genesis 
of this project dates back 
about two years prior when 
Chancel Choir bass Dick 
Stinson began dreaming about where God was leading 
him to serve within the church.  “God’s Answer” (the 
unofficial title of this project) was for Dick to spearhead 
the commissioning of a new anthem for our choir.  
Todd Prickett was enthusiastic about the project and 
immediately suggested Mr. Gjeilo as the composer.  

Born in Norway, educated at The Juilliard School, and 
a resident of New York City today, Ola Gjeilo is one of 
the world’s most renowned composers and pianists, 
primarily known for redefining classical choral 
music with his hybrid compositional style that draws 
inspiration from improvisational jazz, established 
classical music structures, and cinema and film scores. 
After some initial conversations between Todd and Ola 
the terms were agreed upon, Dick began raising the 
necessary funds, and Ola began composing.

Through the creative process, Ola Gjeilo was drawn to 
some poetry excerpts from William Blake’s “Songs of 
Innocence and Experience,” including the well-known 
“The Lamb” and “The Tyger”.  The juxtaposition of 
these two poems invites the audience to consider 
the vast variety of God’s creation and provided great 
opportunity for musical variety.

The world premiere performance will feature a 
140-voice festival choir, strings, piano and harp under 
the direction of Dr. Prickett.  Joining UCC’s choir on 
stage will be the Tenor/Bass contingent of the Texas 
Boys Choir (Dr. Jonathan Ledger, director) and the 
Singing Girls of Texas Tour Choir (Kerra Simmons, 
director). 

“I am incredibly excited for the world premiere of 
Ola Gjeilo’s ‘The Tyger & The Lamb’ featuring music 
from University Christian Church’s own choir and 
assembled orchestra,” said former Fort Worth Mayor 
Betsy Price. “Fort Worth continues to make me proud 
with its impressive performing arts community.” 

RHAPSODY IN BLUE
George Gershwin’s 
“Rhapsody in Blue” will 
be the centerpiece of the 
second half of this special 
concert. Described by many 
as the most popular of all 
American concert works, it 
will be performed by pianist 
Janet Pummill, along with a 
full professional orchestra.  This landmark of music 
was composed in 1924 and was Gershwin’s first major 
classical work for orchestra and piano.  It went on to 
be his most popular work and established his signature 
style and genius as it blended vastly different musical 
styles in revolutionary ways.  

Many in UCC’s congregation know that prior to joining 
our music ministry staff full time, Janet served on 
the TCU School of Music faculty for 29 years. Many 
may not realize that she has achieved a nationwide 
reputation, widely acclaimed for her collaborative 
skills. This spectacular tour de force will demonstrate 
the magnitude of her virtuosic artistry!  

GERALD FINZI BY AMY AND AMY 
Dr. Amy Stewart, UCC’s 
Assistant Organist, and Dr. 
Amy Prickett, soprano, will 
perform selections by English 
composer, Gerald Finzi (1901-
1956). Although both women 
serve in academia, at Texas 
Christian University and 
Fort Worth Academy of Fine 
Arts, respectively, both are 
also stellar performers.  Amy 
Stewart will perform Finzi’s 
“Eclogue” for piano and string 
orchestra, while Amy Prickett 
will sing two movements from 
Finzi’s cantata “Dies Natalis”.  
Although the composer’s 
reputation has not reached 
the heights of some of his contemporaries, his melodic 
and harmonic vocabulary mirrors other composers 
of the English Musical Renaissance, namely Edward 
Elgar and Ralph Vaughan Williams.

Scan To Purchase Tickets
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FWISD MONTHLY FOOD DRIVE

Service Opportunity

The FWISD Family Action Center has invited us 

to participate in their monthly food drives. This 

project provides fresh and healthy foods like 

dairy items, produce, and meats for the students, 

families, and individuals of 29 schools in East Fort 

Worth. Volunteers will help with loading food, 

greet people, set-up, registration, table stocking, 

and clean-up.

Time: 8:00 am to 12:00 pm

When: Every second Thursday of each month

Dates: February 10, March 10, April 14, May 12, 
June 9

Where: New Life Christian Fellowship Church of God 
in Christ at 5429 Cox Street, Fort Worth, TX 76105

Pre-registration is required is required and the link 

can be found on our website on the SERVE page. 

For more information or questions, contact Alma 

Pohler, Volunteer Specialist, at (817) 814-2973 or 

(817) 223-2310 or at alma.pohler@fwisd.org



REFUGEE SUPPORT

Ongoing

“I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me.” - Matthew 25:35

University Christian Church has partnered with 

Refugee Services of Texas to help welcome newly 

arrived refugees from Afghanistan. There are many 

ways you can help welcome our newest neighbors and 

provide support during their transition to Fort Worth/

Arlington- from welcoming families at the airport, 

donating household items, setting up apartments, 

providing rides to and from appointments, shopping 

for groceries and much more.

Visit the “Refugee Support” page on our website to 

learn more. We ask that you take 60 seconds to fill 

out our Refugee Support Volunteer Interest Form so 

we know how you would like to serve. 

You can also support this ministry by making 

a financial gift on our website by selecting the 

“Refugee Support” fund, or mail a check into the 

church and designate it “Refugee Support.” Your 

gifts help us purchase weekly groceries, medication, 

clothing, furniture, and household essentials. 

WEEK OF COMPASSION - 

LOVE REMAINS

Special Offering ~ February 20th & 27th  

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. 

But the greatest of these is love”. - 1 Corinthians 13:13

The Apostle Paul helped newly converted Christians 

at Corinth embrace the virtue of love. Love is an 

active decision—to think of others before self; to 

work on behalf of others; to care for others with acts 

of kindness and advocacy. Christian community is 

less about “me” and more about “us.”

Each year in February, University Christian Church 

joins congregations across the United States and 

Canada to collect a special offering for Week of 

Compassion-  the relief, refugee, and development 

mission fund of the Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ). This offering helps support the work of 

Week of Compassion throughout the whole year, 

like when tornadoes destroyed communities across 

Western Kentucky this past December.

When we give, we help rebuild communities 

recovering from disaster. We also empower farmers 

to grow new kinds of crops in a changing climate; 

we support refugees; we empower youth through 

education, and empower women through vocational 

opportunities. In so many different ways, our gifts 

of love have the power to transform lives. Love is 

shelter. Love is a listening ear. Love is community. 

Love is a hopeful future. Love is a path forward. 

When all else seems lost, love remains.

You can make a gift to this year’s Week of Compassion 

Special Offering during worship on February 20th or 

27th, or online. To learn read more about the impact 

of your gift, visit the Serve section of our website. 
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COLLEGE CORNER

UCC’s College Ministry is striving to reach out to 

students across the street at TCU and other local 

colleges, as well as staying in contact with student 

members who are away from home at other 

colleges/universities. Here are a few things to keep 

in mind for the Spring Semester!

LUNCH BUNCH 

Wednesdays, 11:30 - 1:30pm 

Each week, college students meet in the College 

Lounge, easily accessed from “College Corner” 

(Cantey & Rogers). This important ministry 

provides a free meal and time of connection for our 

local college students. If your Sunday School class, 

family, or ministry group would like to provide a 

meal or financial assistance for a meal, contact 

Melanie Williams - melanie.williams@uccftw.com

CENTERED WORSHIP 

Sundays, 5pm, Robert Carr Chapel

Centered is a time for college students to wind down 

from the week just completed and recharge for the 

week ahead. A joint effort with TCU’s Disciples on 

Campus group, this short worship service includes 

music, a short scripture reflection, communion, 

and a time of rest/meditation.



STUDENTS AWAY

If you are a UCC member attending an out-of-town 

college/university or if you are the parent of a 

Student Away, make sure to provide current contact 

information to Rev. Shannon Moore so we can stay 

in contact. UCC loves our students and want them 

to know we continue to pray for and care for them!

Contact: Lauren Sierra at  lauren.sierra@uccftw.com

THE STORY OF SCRIPTURE 

Wednesdays, February 16th – April 6th,  
6:00-7:15pm, College Lounge

The Story of Scripture is a small group for college 

age students. For the spring semester, we will 

explore the overarching story of the Bible.

YOUTH

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sundays @ 11:00am | 3rd Floor

Youth grades 6-12 explore various faith topics and 
scriptures, using our Living in Christ curriculum.

 

DISCIPLES CLASS
Wednesdays @ 6:30 - 7:45pm | February 16 – April 6 
Room 303

UCC’s Baptism/Confirmation preparation class 
explores the foundations of faith, while helping 
participants develop their understanding of God, 
Jesus Christ, and the Church. 

SNACK SUPPER
Sundays @ 6:00pm | 3rd Floor Kitchen

Youth gather for a meal before youth group activities.

YOUTH GROUP
Sundays, 6:30 - 7:30pm | 3rd Floor

Chi Rho (6th-8th grade) and CYF (9th-12th grade) 
gather in their own spaces for conversations, fun, 
and games!

COMMUNITY GROUPS
Wednesdays, various times, through May 11 
Host Homes

Community groups are an opportunity to gather 
with your peers in a smaller, comfortable setting 
to talk about matters of faith and explore what it 
means to be followers of Jesus. Groups are broken 
out by grades, meet in host homes, and are led by a 
faithful group of youth interns. Join a group today!
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DISCIPLES CLASS BAPTISM SUNDAY
May 1 | Sanctuary

Disciples Class youth make their confession of 
faith and enter the waters of baptism this Sunday 
in worship.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

YOUTH SUNDAY
May 1

The youth will be responsible for leading the 

congregation in worship, doing all aspects of the 

service.  We will plan the theme, readings, songs 

and sermon for the service. Youth Sunday is a 

unique opportunity for young people to focus on 

themes that are relevant to them, and to share their 

perspectives on a variety of topics.

YOUTH SERVICE LEARNING TRIPS
Chi Rho (grades 6-8) 

Dates: July 5-9, 2022 • Location: Oklahoma City, OK

$350  

CYF (grades 9-12)

Appalachian Ministries of the Smokies

Dates: July 16-23, 2022 • Location: Jefferson City, TN

$500

Our week-long Service Learning trips give our 
youth an immersive faith experience by providing 
opportunities to travel to new places, discover what 
God is doing there and partner in that work.  It is 
a safe space to ask big questions and explore new 
ways of understanding their relationship with God.

SUMMER CAMP – EIGHTERS CAMP
June 26-July 2 • Grade 8

Eighters Camp is designed to teach campers 
about spirituality and sexuality through a 
wonderful Christian curriculum. Truly a unique  
camp experience!

DISCIPLES CROSSING YOUTH CAMP 
June 20-24 • Grades 6-12

Campers will be grouped into Crews based on grade 
and gender and go through their daily schedules 
together. They will live, eat, play, and explore their 
faith together.
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A gathering of UCC women for the purpose of 
fellowship and social interaction.

Second Saturdays, 9:00 am.

Ascension Coffee 

1751 River Run, Suite 151

Fort Worth, TX 76107

Coffee, food, and great place to gather

WILD WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB

THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH

February 21, 6:00pm, In-person at The Rim

Book: Lab Girl, by Hope Jahren

Facilitated by Ellen Myers

March 21, 6:00 pm, In-person at The Rim

Book: Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict

Facilitated by Happy Johns

April 18, 6:00pm, In-person at The Rim

Book: The Plant Hunter by Cassandra Quave

Facilitated by Zena McAdams

May 16, 6:00pm, In-person at The Rim

Book: Carnegie’s Maid by Marie Benedict.

Facilitated by Edie Gause



WILD WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB

THIRD TUESDAY OF THE MONTH

February 22, 6:00pm, Noon via Zoom

Book: Lab Girl, by Hope Jahren

Facilitated by Ellen Myers

March 22, Noon via Zoom

Book: Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict

Facilitated by Happy Johns

April 19, Noon via Zoom

Book: The Plant Hunter by Cassandra Quave

Facilitated by Jaye McLaughlin

May 17, Noon via Zoom

Book: Carnegie’s Maid by Marie Benedict.

Facilitated by Edie Gause
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ASH WEDNESDAY

March 2, 6:30pm

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the 

Lenten season as together we set aside time for 

introspection, prayer, and renewal. During this 

special service we will be reminded of human 

mortality through the imposition of ashes, 

scripture and song.

MAUNDY THURSDAY

April 14, 7:30pm

This Holy Week service of Tenebrae will focus on 

the Passion of Jesus Christ. Through the reading 

of Scripture, congregational hymns and anthems 

sung by the Chancel Choir, we will be reminded of 

the events following Palm Sunday that lead us to 

the cross.

YOUTH SUNDAY

May 1, 9:00am / 10:10am / 11:00am

Come be a part of Youth Sunday, in which the 

entire service will be led by our youth, grades 6-12.  

On that day we’ll also celebrate the sacrament of 

baptism with our Disciples Class! 



WORSHIP WITH US  

THIS E ASTER

Join us for inspiring music, great fellowship and  
a hope-filled message!

In the midst of life’s challenges and 

disappointments, we seek a message of hope – light 

that fills the darkness, good that triumphs over 

evil, and life that conquers even death. This is the 

story of Easter. No matter who you are, what you 

have been through or where you are coming from, 

we welcome you to share this celebration of hope.

April 17

6:45am Sunrise Service in Memorial Garden

9:00am Worship in Sanctuary with Chancel  

 Choir, Brass and Organ

9:30am Simple Worship in Chapel

10:10am Ten:10 Worship in Walker Hall with 

 Stephanie Hord

11:00am Worship in Sanctuary with Chancel 

 Choir, Brass and Organ

LENT 

A time for recommitment & spiritual growth

The 40-day season of Lent begins with Ash 
Wednesday, and ends with Easter. Lent historically 
was a time when people who had drifted away from 
God returned to church and to God, and it was a 
time when faithful Christians sought to grow 
in their faith as they prepared to commemorate 
Christ’s death and to celebrate his resurrection. 
Join the UCC community in observance of Lent. 

Make a commitment for Lent: 

1. Worship each weekend as we explore “The Gospel 
of Nobodies.” 

2. Read the Gospel of Luke. Each day will have a 
passage from Luke and reflection questions to guide 
you. [www.universitychristian.org/nobodies] 

3. Find a way to learn, serve and share with your 
church family. Special opportunities during Lent 
are listed (in the Outreach section of this catalog). 

THE GOSPEL OF NOBODIES

Read Luke’s Gospel with us

Facilitator: Jessica Vacketta

Tuesdays, March 1 - April 26, 5:30-6:45 pm, 8 weeks 
(no meeting on March 29 due to Bass Hall concert), 
In-person in Walker Hall. Maximum: unlimited

Jesus and the Nobodies! What’s that all about? Join 
Jessica in a church-wide Circle of Faith that will 
follow along our church-wide Lenten Journey in 
the Gospel of Luke. Participants will meet weekly 
to discuss and explore that week’s daily readings. 
All ages are welcome! 
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SEEK THE SACRED.

COMMIT TO LOVE.

EMPOWER TO SERVE.
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